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Go Ahead! How young people are helping to make life better in South Africa

by Moya Irvine

Driving across bumpy African roads, hiking through national parks, riding an elephant, seeing the beautiful Victoria Falls – Jan Bildhauer did all of that as a child, and the young chairman of Go Ahead!, an aid and development organisation that helps people in South Africa, says those early experiences had a big influence on his character and his career plans.

It all started with his father's dream of travelling from Cape Town in South Africa to Nairobi in Kenya. Herr Bildhauer shipped a car to Cape Town, and in 1994, the family – Jan his younger brother and their parents – set out on the first stage of the journey. They returned to Africa five times, staying for four to eight weeks each time, and leaving the car there for the next stage of the journey. They finally got to Nairobi in 2003. 

“Our trips to Africa were always a mix of safari, adventure and support of charity organisations,” Jan says. Once, they took medications to a hospital, another time the family visited a project to say hello from a church near Jan's home in the Black Forest which supported it. 

After Jan finished school, he decided against military service and chose to become a volunteer on the “Anderer Dienst im Ausland” programme. Along with other young volunteers, Jan worked for God's Golden Acre (GGA), a development project in the Valley of a Thousand Hills in the South African province of KwaZulu-Natal.

God's Golden Acre is a charity that cares for children who have been orphaned or abandoned because of HIV/AIDS related illness and violence. GGA looks after about 70 children at a care centre, but also helps about 5000 more children in the surrounding area. Many of these children live in families where an older sibling or a grandmother is the main caregiver, as their parents have died from AIDS. The organisation helps with food, education and support to enable these children to stay in their communities. 

One of Jan's main tasks at GGA was helping to organise the “Young Zulu Warrior” tour that took a musical called “Thula Sizwa” - roughly translated as “It will be OK Sizwe” . Through the Netherlands and Germany in 2006. The three-week tour by 25 talented young performers from GGA with the support of semi-professionals from the region was a huge success. The whole project was financed with donations and after the tour, there was enough money to pay the year's school fees for all at GGA. The young volunteers who had helped with the tour didn't want to stop there – they wanted to do more for people in Africa. And so the idea for Go Ahead! Was born – an organisation of young people focussing on help for children in South Africa. The organisation was founded in 2007 with Jan Bildhauer as its chairman and is a recognised charity. Go Ahead! works with partners in South Africa, and gives young people in Germany the chance to do something to help. As the organisers realise that the best way to help is through education, Go Ahead! projects concentrate on this area. […] (Read on – Oct. 2008)

Vocabulary

to found: gründen / to run: leiten / volunteer: Freiwilliger / to hike: wandern / chairman: Vorsitzender / aid: Hilfs- / development: Entwicklungs- / influence: Einfluss / career: Karriere / to set out: sich aufmachen / charity organisation: Wohltätige Organisation / to orphan: jemanden zur Waise machen / to abandon: verlassen, alleine lassen / violence: Gewalt / sibling: Geschwisterkind / caregiver: Betreuer / to enable: befähigen / roughly: ungefähr /  performer: Künstler / donation: Spende / school fees: Schulgeld / to focus on: sich auf etwas konzentrieren / recognized: anerkannt / to realise: erkennen, sich bewusst werden

Tasks:
Write a summary of the text. Use your own words and follow the guidelines for writing good summaries.

